THINK ABOUT WHAT You KNow

What characteristics, do you think, make
a ruler great?
STUDY THE VOCABULARY

colony
Focus

culture
YOUR READING

Who was Alexander the Great, and what
did he accomplish?
A. The Value of Observation
It happened one day when Alexander's father, King Philip II of Macedonia,
was offered the opportunity to buy a horse
called Bucephalus (byoo SEF uh Ius). The
name means "bull-headed." Philip decided to take a look at the horse, and Alexander went along. Bucephalus appeared to
be easily frightened. As soon as anyone
approached, he kicked up a fuss. Not even
the most experienced riders could get on
him. Philip was angry at the trader for trying to sell him an unruly animal. But Alexander shook his head and sighed, "What a
fine horse you are losing, just because your
men do not know how to handle him."
The king, not pleased at all by his
son's remark, burst out, "I suppose you
could handle him better than your elders!" .
"I certainly could."
Irked by his son's boldness, Philip offered to make a bet. If Alexander could ride
Bucephalus, he could have the horse. Ifhe
failed, he would have to pay an amount
equal to the price of the horse. Alexander
readily took the bet.
Philip did not know that Alexander
was applying a lesson learned from his
teacher, Aristotle. When Alexander was
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young, Aristotle had taught him the importance of observing, that is, paying careful attention to what you see. But Aristotle
probably never guessed that his teaching
would help Alexander win a horse.
Young Alexander had observed that
Bucephalus had been frightened by his
own shadow. When Alexander
approached the horse, he spoke softly, took
hold of the bridle, and gently turned Bucephalus toward the sun so that he could
not see his shadow. As soon as the horse
calmed down a bit, Alexander leaped
lightly upon his back, taking care not to
pull the rein too hard. Bucephalus took off
at full gallop. Those who watched thought
the king's son would surely be killed. But
Bucephalus seemed to sense that he had
met his master. After a run across the field,

Alexander turned the horse about and
trotted back to the starting point.
Bucephalus became Alexander's favorite horse. In later years, he carried
Alexander through battles in far-off lands.
At least a dozen times, Alexander owed his
life to the strength and spirit of his horse.
It was quite an unexpected result from
Aristotle's teaching.

B. Greece Controlled by a
Macedonian King
Although the city of Macedonia was
in northern Greece, many Greeks considered the Macedonian people backward
farmers and shepherds.
Philip took advantage of the quarrels
among the Greek city-states. He formed a
well-trained and powerful army. Backed

by his army, he extended his power over
them. By 338 B.C. the king of Macedonia
controlled all of Greece.
Philip planned to invade Asia, which
was still ruled by the Persian emperor. The
Greeks had long talked about invading the
Persian Empire. Such a war would pay
back the Persians for Xerxes' invasion of
Greece so many years before. But Philip
never led an army into Asia. He was murdered in 336 B.C. before he could do so.
Alexander became king when he was
only 20 years old. The Greeks, who had
opposed Philip, thought they could now
throw off Macedonian rule, since the new
king was a mere boy." But Alexander was
well prepared and proved them wrong by
capturing the city of Thebes (theebz). As a
warning to others, Alexander destroyed
Thebes. He left only one house standingthat of the poet Pindar. By his treatment of
Thebes, Alexander wished to show that he
was both a powerful military leader and a
lover of Greek poetry.
II

C. Alexander's Conquests
Building an Empire After making sure
that the Greeks accepted his leadership,
Alexander launched the long-discussed
war against Persia. He crossed the Hellespont, where Xerxes had long ago built a
bridge of boats. He reminded the Greeks
that their ancestors had once fought on
the Asian coast at Troy. Alexander led
his troops to the site of ancient Troy
and camped on the plain where Homer's
warriors had fought.
Alexander freed the Greek cities in
Asia from Persian rule, but he did not stop
there. He moved east and defeated the
Persian army, even though they outnumbered the Greeks. Alexander moved down
the east coast of the Mediterranean into
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Alexander the Great was one of the
greatest military geniuses of the
ancient world.
... How had Alexander won his place
in history as Alexander the Great?

Egypt. He went on to conquer the lands of
the Middle East. Not content to stop, he
led his army east to the Indus River, in
what is now Pakistan. He wanted to go still
further, but his weary troops refused.
Alexander yielded and marched back to
Babylon. It is easy to understand why.
They had conquered the largest empire the
world had ever known. Even though he
was not yet 3D, Alexander had won his
place in history as Alexander the Great.
Alexander did more than conquer. He
also planted Greek colonies in Egypt and
the Middle East. A colony is a settlement
of people living in a new territory while
being ruled by the government of another
country. These colonies were ruled by
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Greece. The colonies took the form of
Greek cities, many named Alexandria. The
most famous Alexandria was in Egypt, on
the delta of the Nile River. This city still
bears its founder'S name.
Captured
Bucephalus accompanied Alexander on the invasion of
Asia. Once near the Caspian Sea, a band of
horse thieves captured the conqueror's favorite horse. Alexander was so upset that
he sent out messengers who announced
that unless Bucephalus was returned unharmed, the Greeks would destroy every
village in the region. The thieves hurriedly
returned Bucephalus to his master. The
horse had not been harmed, but he was
Bucephalus
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growing old. When he died, Alexander
named one of the colonial cities Bucephala
in honor of his horse. Alexander never
returned to Greece. He seems to have
planned to rule his empire from ancient
Babylon, in Mesopotamia. We will never
know how well the conqueror would have
ruled, because Alexander died in Babylon
in 323 B.C., at the age of 32.

D. Greek Culture
Spreading
Culture
After Alexander's
death, several of his generals carved out of
his empire kingdoms for themselves. His
boyhood companion Ptolemy became king
of Egypt. Ptolemy's family ruled Egypt for
about 300 years. The famous queen Cleopatra was the last member of Ptolemy's
family to rule.
Alexander
had planted colonies
partly to control the empire and partly because he wanted to spread Greek! culture
in other lands. Apeople's culture is made up
..------------------1

of their language, ideas, arts, and gem,_y"
way of life.
A
The Greek kings who ruled after Al
ander continued his plan of spreading
Greek culture in Egypt and the Mid •.~
East. Government officials used the Grc ,.,
language, as did many of the business
people in the cities.
Gymnasiums
Much life in the Greek
cities was centered in the gymnasiu""--"
Today we use that word to mean a place IC.f
athletic exercises and playing such ga~
as basketball and volleyball. The GI\,
gymnasiums were places for athletic training, but they were also places wV---'
people could gather for discussions auu
reading. Some gymnasiums had libranse,
In a Greek city a gymnasium was a plac
exercise the mind as well as the body.

r>.
The ruins of Persepolis, an ancient
capital of Persia, prove that Greek
culture spread to the Middle East.
... What can you learn about Greek
architecture from these ruins?

~

The Museum
Artists and writers in the
Greek cities copied Greek models. Buildings were made in the Greek style. The
Ptolemys established a center for Greek
culture at Alexandria in Egypt. They called
it the Museum, which means "place of the
muses." The muses were Greek goddesses
of art and learning. For example, Calliope
(kuh LYE uh pee) was a muse of poetry;
Terpsichore (turp SIHK uh ree), of dance;
and Clio (KLYE oh), of history. At the Museum, people studied these and other subjects. There was a great library, the largest
in the ancient world. The Museum was
somewhat like a modem university.
The spread of Greek culture had been
Alexander's dream. He shared the
belief of his teacher Aristotle
that Greek culture was
the best in the world.
He thought that by
spreading it to
others, he offered
them a great gift.

LESSON.3

The Museum in Alexandria, Egypt, was
a learning center of Greek culture.
~ How does the Museum resemble a
library of today?

REVIEW

THINK AND WRITE
A. Why was Alexander able to ride
Bucephalus?
(Infer)
B. How were Philip II and Alexander able
to control all of Greece?
(Recall)
'III) C. What lands did Alexander conquer?
D. How and why was Greek culture spread?

SKILLS CHECK
WRITING SKILL

Alexander the Great was a great leader.
Choose someone who you think is a great
leader today and write a paragraph explaining why you chose that person.
(Infer)
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